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the month of February that year, the Indian States Enquiry
Committee l submitted its Report, which recommended
many changes in the political, financial and economic
relations between the States and British India. Although
the problem of the States was outside the terms of rejer-
ence of the Statutory Commission, it became increasingly
clear to its members that the extremely difficult and
delicate question of the future relations between the Indian
States and British India should receive adequate con-
sideration in their Report.

Sir John Simon accordingly wrote to the Prime Minister
as follows :

" As our investigation has proceeded we have become
more and more impressed, in considering the direction which
the future constitutional development of India is likely to
take, with the importance of bearing in mind the relations
which may develop between British India and the Indian
States.5' But " the methods by which the future relation-
ship between these two constitutional parts of Greater India
may be adjusted " cannot be examined by the Commission
unless their terms of reference are given such interpretation
as would enable the Commission to include these problems.
The Commission suggested a change in the scheme of pro-
cedure after the issue of their Report.

" It seems to us/' observed Sir John, " that what would
be required would be the setting up of some sort of conference
. . . and that in this conference His Majesty's Government
would meet both representatives of British India and re-
presentatives of the States (not necessarily always together)
for the purpose of seeking the greatest possible measure
of agreement for the final proposals which it would later
be the duty of His Majesty's Government to submit to
Parliament."

The Conference which was accordingly set up is known as
the Round Table Conference, the purpose and achievement
of which we shall discuss in the following chapter. The re-
commendations of the Commission in regard to the relations

1 See Chapter II.